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‘It is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.”’—Luke
r. 22,

How delightful it is to observe that the wrath of man becomes:
tributary to the glory of God! See an illustration in the parable
of the marriage supper. Those persons who were first bidden would
not come. In order to do the good man of the house a despite,
they declined his invitation; they refused to grace his board.
Instead of causing his honour to be tarnished, they were, against:
their own will, the means of increasing his reputation. Had they
come, it would only have been said that he made a great feast for
his good friends. As they did not avail themselves of his hospi-
tality, he brought in the beggars from the streets, and swept the
hedges and the byways to find out the poorest of the poor, to all of
whom he gave a hearty welcome. So it became the common talk
all over the land, and tens of thousands extolled the generosity of
the host who had given such a sumptuous banquet to such strange
guests. Let not the haughty, the arrogant, or the scornful of the
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children of men imagine that their paltry conceit can thwart God’s
covenant purpose, or bring discredit on the riches of his mercy.
Oh! sinner, if you reject a Saviour, it shall be your cwn loss, not
his. - If you live and die without faith in Christ, upon your own
head the fearful recompense will fall. When the self-righteous
reject him, it only causes Jesus to say, “I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” When the rich men. and
the rulers refuse the gospel,-then “ the poor have the gospel preached
to them.” When the wise and prudent put it aside, then it is
graciously revealed unto babes. Thus God is glorified, though the
temper of men be never so turbulent. Let us, my brethren; always
be patient of heart wher we see the rage of men aroused against the
gospel of Christ. They can do it no hurt. His purpose shall stand ;
he will do all his pleasure. The bit is in their mouths; the hook is
in their nostrils. Let them roar as they may, they cannot resist
the forge by which they are driven as chaff before the wind. He
will surely perform his work, and his name shall be glorious.

Not less delightful is it to observe how the anger of God, instead
of venting itself in rashness, vindicates his goodpess. In reading
the parable to you just now I noticed to you that because the man
who made the feast was angry, he said, “Go out quickly into the
highways and hedges, and bring in the blind, and the halt, and the
lame to the supper.” So kindly disposed was he that his very
anger impelled him to an extraordinary deed of grace. The Lord
'was angry with the Jews, and his apostles turned to the Gentiles.
‘The natural branches of the olive were put away in his wrath; but
‘what then? Why, he took us who were of the wild olive, and
grafted us in who were heretofore wild and alien, so that even his
anger towards Israel hath turned to the benefit of the Gentiles, and
‘we get reconciliation out of their reiection. May we not regard
this as a rule of his government? When a congregation hears the
Word and tramples 1t urder foot, what marvel if God takes the
candlestick out of the place in his anger? But does he break the
candlestick? Nay, he moves it to another place. Others get the
benefit of the light which those despised who had it aforetime.
Great, God of wonders, we bless thee that even when thine anger
‘burns, thy mercy brightly shines. Amidst the thunder and the
storm, soft showers are rained in silver drops to make glad the earth.

Our text tells us that the servant said, “It is done as thou hast
commanded, and vet there is room.”

I think I see here a satisfactory announcement, “ It is done as thou
‘hast commanded ”; @ remarkable statement, “yet there is room ”;
and an implied consummation, that the room will eventually be filled.
First, then : —

I. A DESTRABLE ANNOUNCEMENT.

He said, “7¢ is done as thou hast commanded.” ) Those that serve
God best have generally the least to say about it. When I hear
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people boast of their religious attainments, I am apt seriously to
suspect their deficiencies. A boastful Christian I knew something
of, when talking to an earnest man, met with very curt replies.
“ and pray,” said the one, “have not you any grace?” “Yes,” said
the other, “but I never had any to boast of.” Disciples who are
fullest of grace will be slowest to vaunt. Humility befits a servant.
“It is done,” sounds better than “Z have done as thou hast com-
manded.” In like manner the man who gained five pounds in one
of the parables did not come and say, “Lord, / have gained five
pounds ”; but he said, “ 7%y pound hath gained five pounds.” That
was the more delicate way to put it; not as an affectation of
speech, but with a becoming modesty. So, too, with the Church of
God, when she has done as Christ commands her, she will always feel
desirous to wait upon him as a humble servant, accounting this no
more than her duty. Besides, the declaration appears to have
been made in a waiting attitude, with an expectancy of having
something more to do. “It is done as thou hast commanded, and
yet there is room,” so that the servant seems to stand ready to do
something more to fill the vacant places at the feast. And thus
we ought always to stand as Christians when we have done our best
—waiting for fresh directions, never saying, “I have done enough,
and now I can retire from service.” Rather let God be thanked
for what we have been enabled to do; but, strengthened and encour-
aged by success, let us resolve to do more, and entreat him to show
us what still remains to be done, and what more we can have the
pleasure of doing.  “Oh! my Lord, I have grown grey in thy
service ; fulfil to me thy promise, ¢ Thou shalt bring forth fruit in
old age to show that the Lord is upright.’” Do not put me away
from thy loved employ. Honour me with some other task.
Delight my willing soul with some fresh command. Bid me do or
suffer thy will, but pass me not by, leave me not to be a laggard,
unhonoured and ‘uninterested in fulfilling my Lord’s behests.” So
let the Church of God always feel that she has never come to the
place where she can say, “Rest, and be thankful” ¢ Higher,
higher, higher, higher,” must still be her motto. If her missions
have conquered one continent, they must invade another. If half
the world had been converted, -thera would be no rest to us till the
other half were converted likewise. “It is done as thou hasbt com-
manded, and yet there is room—room for more work, because there
is room for more guests at thy feast.”

Did I not say that this was a desirable announcement? I am
afraid these servants said what we should, some of us, hesitate to
affirm.  “Tt is done as thou hast commanded.” Alas! how few churches
could say this! And where the church might collectively affirm
it, many members of the church must shrink from professing indivi-
dually to have done as the host commanded. For what was that
thy Lord enjoined? “Go out quickly.” How little there has been
of going out after sinners. We have been content to preach to
those that came to hear us  Of course, if the people will come to
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hear us in such numbers, and throng this Tabernacle so constantly,
we have no reason to go away from them. But, alas! there are
places of worship which I could indicate without difficulty that are
not filled, that never were filled, that never will be filled; where
there are, probably, as many spiders as there are persons under
ordinary circumstances—where there are certainly more pews than
sitters; and yet it does not seem to have ever occurred to the
preacher that he should go out after the people. Small congrega-
tions will continue to worship in places not one-fourth occupied,
when they might go across to the theatre or the music-hall, or to
some other large building into which the people might come, and
where they might be met with. It would be a strange thing for
the supply of fish, if our fishermen only sat at the window and
caught what came beneath it, but never went forth to sea after the
fish. There would be little game, I warrant you, upon his lord-
ship’s table if he sat at the drawing-room window to shoot only that
which came there to be shot. For it does not come that way. The
moors must be trodden, and the covers must be beaten. So if we
are to have many sinners saved, we must go out of our own quiet
haunts, and go forth into frequented places. We must preach in the
street, or at the market-place, or on the village green. We must
take the Word to the people, if they will not come to the Word.
“Go out, go out,” says the Saviour. This is & word that should
ring loudly in the ears of many Christians. You have heard almost
sermons enough ; go out and teach yourself. While you have been
eating the fat and drinking the sweet, multitudes are perishing for
lack of the heavenly bread. Go out and break it to them. Oh!
that there might come a holy impulse upon many here present to
begin some good work for Christ! Break up some soil hitherto
uncultivated ; make an irruption and an invasion into Satan’s terri-
tory. There is no land that yields so well as that which is newly
broken up. The virgin soil that has long been given up to the
forest, the brier and the thorn—let but the plough go through this,
and there shall be sevenfold harvests. No preaching is half so
successful as that which carries the gospel to the dissolute classes—
those that never have been hardened by hearing and rejecting the
tidings of mercy—those who, albeit they may have their faces
stained with immorality, certainly have not any affectation in their
mien. To these it comes like a new thing ; it strikes them as sweet
music; and, hearing the joyful sound, they full often turn to God
and live. To this day is it true, as our Saviour said in his day, that
publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of heaven before
Pharisees. This is a sphere of labour that remunerates the labourer.
The lowest of the low, when hearing the Word, often accept what
the so-called respectable despise. Go out, therefore.

Know this, likewise, that 2¢ matter is urgent, for the Master said,
“Go out quickly.” Here, again, I am afraid we cannot say we
have done this. “Go out quickly ”; go out in haste; go out with
the utmost speed ; go out as.one that runs on an errand, anxious to
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fulfil his mission; go out, not listlessly, as if you had to wait fo;- an
opportunity, but eagerly, knowing that this is the opportune time.
Hurry yourself to have it done at once. Go out quickly. The world
goes by steam nowadays, while the Church jogs on by the broad-
wheeled wagon still. I know some churches that crawl like a snail
upon a small leaf, making much ado to accomplish nothing. If
half a dozen converts are added in twelve months, they think it is
rather too many to be safe, and they are half afraid that they cannot
be all genuine Christians. They would fain “summer them and
winter them,” as they say, and try them in half a dozen modes. In
fact, it seems to them as if God never sent a new-born convert into
their church except for them to worry it—not for them to accept it
as a benison from heaven, and to train it, and nurse it—but to
worry it. This will never do. We are to look after something more
rapid than the progress which these churches will ever make. Go
out guickly. Men are dying. There is no time for us to be quib-
bling among ourselves. It behoves us to show our zeal rather than
waste our energies. Men are perishing. We must preach the
gospel to them now ; tell them that it is “now or never ” with some
of them ; make known to {hem a present Saviour, and cry to them,
“If God be God, serve him'; if Baal be God, serve him. How long
halt ye between two opinions? For the Holy Ghost saith, To-day,
if ye will hear his voice.” There wants to be promptness, quickness,
speed, avidity, eagerness after souls, in the preachers of the gospel.
“Go out quickly.”

And have we not failedeagain in another point? “Go out quickly
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the blind, and the
halt, and the maimed, and compel them to come in.” There are
certain missions now established for which we have reason greatly
to bless God. There are works going on in London which are the
glory of Christendom. God speed them all! Such beloved friends
as Miss Macpherson, Dr. Bernardo, our brother Orsman, and
many others, deserve our love and esteem, for they have given
themselves up to work among the poorest of the poor and the lowest
of the low, bearing a great deal which some of us might shrink from,
rejoicing to show their diligence among a people much neglected,
and reaping a good harvest of comfort to themselves in the salvation
of souls. But, dear friends, where there is one of such works there
ought to be fifty ; and with this population of London, verging now
upon four millions, when we have added all these works of faith
and labours of love together, we might well say of them, “What
are they among so many? * May God touch many of your hearts,
my brethren and sisters, and make you feel the soft touch of
sympathy for the perishing, while yod hear the Master’'s words
spoken to you! “Go out yourselves quickly, andlay hold on the
blind, and the halt, and the maimed, and bring them in to the
supper.” Ay, bring them to Jesus. You cannot do it of yourself,
but his Spirit dwells in you. Do not forget that. You are not an
ordinary man; you are not an ordinary woman. “Know ye not
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that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost?” God dwelleth
in you, and with a God in you, what can you not do? FHave but
faith in the indwelling Deity, and attempt difficulties ; nay, attempt
what some think impossibilities, and you shall find that with God
all things are possible. Weak as you are, yet, through his
strength, you all things shall perform. I pray God for this church,
that she may not be found guilty at the coming of Christ of not
having gone out after the poor. Do encourage them to come to this
house at all times, whenever you can. I do not know where we
are to put any more; but there is Thursday evening, and there is
Monday evening, and there is room then. Oh! bring in whomsoever
you can, for perhaps when the gospel is preached God may bless it
to them. Let us not be deficient in this. In the next place we
proposed to draw your attention to:—

II. A REMARKABLE STATEMENT.

They had fished up all the poor people in the city, and they had
brought in the four characters—the poor, the maimed, the lame,
and the blind—and after that it was alleged “yet: there is room.”

Well, well, that is a very encouraging piece of information for
ungodly people here. For those that have not come to Jesus this is
welcome information, “ Yet there is room.” Now we know there is
room for sinners still, from several considerations.

We may infer it, to begin with, from the doctrine of election. God
has chosen unto himself a people. We are told that their number
is a number that no man can number. Well now, those who are
saved are not so very many yet. They are a great many more than
some bigots would like to believe, but they are a great many fewer
than some enthusiasts would imagine. I am sure God has not saved
enough yet to accomplish the number that he has proposed to save,
by a very long way. Itismy own belief, as it is my earnest hope,
that in all things Christ will have the pre-eminence. As in other
things, so also in this, he will have more souls than Satan, that he
may have the pre-eminence over the old serpent. It does not look
to me likely that there should be at the last more lost than saved.
We cannot answer the question to a certainty, but surely the Lord’s
mercy will triumph over human sin, and God will get to himself the
victory. A good divine used to say that he hoped and thought that,
at the last, there would be no more persons lost, in proportion, than
there might be found of persons in prison, in any well-ordered
State, in proportion to the number of those who were citizens at
large. I only trust it may be so. But the lines of God’s election
do not encompass a mere handful. There is a great and vast number
chosen by him, and there is no such great and vast number gathered
in yet. Therefore, we are persuaded that yet there is room.

Next, the efficacy of the atonement leads us to believe this. The
atonement that Christ offered on the cross was no small matter.
It was the sacrifice of himself as an infinite being—as God and as






