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“And he said, Thy brother came with sublety and hath taken away thy
blessing.”—Genesis xxvii. 35.

THERE are some households where all are saved—how happy they
should be !—where every son and every daughter, father, and mother
are all believers—a church in the house, a church of which the whole
of the house is comprised. It is such an unspeakable blessing that
those who enjoy it ought never to cease to praise God for it day and
night. But there are very many other households that have a
share of this blessing, but the blessing is not complete. Like Noah
with his household in the ark; Shem, Japheth, and perhaps some
of the rest, their wives, believers and saved, but Ham profane and
wicked. And here was the family of Isaac, not a very large one—
but two boys—and here were father and mother and one son, but
there was also one unregenerate, one of the flesh, one carnal-minded
and minding earthly things. And in this case this son, Esau,
appears to have been a bold, manly, outspoken fellow, who did not
keep his irreligion to himself, and made no sort of pretence about
1t. He despised the birthright. The great blessing which God had
promised to the seed of Abraham he thought to be—well, a matter
that did not concern him. For he received his pottage and enjoyed
it. He was satisfied, for he could put on his goodly garments and
disport himself as men of his time did; he was perfectly satisfied.
He had not any particular concern about spiritual things—did not
want them. And on one occasion he was so profane that he showed
the little esteem he had for what his father, and mother, and brother
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valued beyond life itself, by offering to sell this birthright that they
thought so much of, just for a savoury meal. He was a profane
person, so the apostle tells us, and I suppose that action to have
been one piece of his profanity. He did it out of profane bravado
as well as out of a careless disregard for it. He would, to show
his profanity, give it up for a mere basin of lentils, and have become
a source of great grief to his father and mother by his marriages,
for he married a race that had been accursed of God, namely, the
Hittites. This, we are told in the chapter preceding the text, was
a great grief of mind both to Rebekah and to Isaac. They desired
to have no connection with the heathen nations among whom they
dwelt, for they were not merely worshippers of idols, but these
nations were the most polluted in character. They had committed
crimes that are not mentionable. You remember how it was that
God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. The sins for which those
cities were destroyed were common enough in the land, and Isaac
did not wish, therefore, to cultivate any acquaintance with the
people. He desired to keep his family altogether apart, but where
there were two marriages you may readily imagine there was a good
deal of connection. There was much sorrow caused to the people
at home, because there would be brought home to the tent persons
whose language would shock the piety of the household. There
would be seen there sometimes re-unions and gatherings that must
have made Isaac’s heart and Rebekah’s heart very heavy indeed.
Here was a household with all that it wanted of temporals, with
the blessing of God upon it, but there was one son in it that caused
aworld of trial and trouble. I wish sometimes young men who
are, as we say, sowing their wild oats would remember something of
the sorrow they caused to others, even if they did not think about
the ultimate trials which they will be sure to bring upon themselves.
If they knew how often the father’s nights are sleepless, and the
mother’s cheeks are wet with sorrow, they might at least, perhaps,
be not quite so bold in sin and open in it as they now are. Now the
worst of it was that the presence of this Esau in the house was the
ocoasion of leading all the others into a piece of business most dis-
creditable to them all, and not to be defended for a single moment.
Even one persons in a household may put all the rest into a wrong
position. There may be but one who does not fear God, and yet
that one may eat, as doth a canker, into the very vitals of the
peace of the family, and the character of all the house, though they
be godly persons, may be seriously deteriorated through having
perpetually to come into contact with that one. And this was the
case with that otherwise holy family—the presence of Esau became
the occasion of much wrongdoing. L.

I shall briefly attempt at this time, first, to show you the sin into
which the godly members of that househnld fell. I will show you
how they were recovered from it. I will mark to -you also
some of the afflictions which they had to suffer as the result of 1t
and then just a word about that ungodly son who had not the blessing.






