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“And as they thus spake . . . Pcace be unto you.”—Luke xxiv. 36.

WE like to know how a person used to act, for we think we can
infer from that how he will act. That is not always correct, how-
ever, for men change. But in our Saviour’s case, if we study his
life, we may very well infer from what he did, what he will do,
because he never changes. And this is a comfortable reflection for
us at this time, that in the days of his flesh, while he was yet on
earth, he loved the company of his people. If he changes not,
then he loves the company of his people still. He did reveal
himself, then, to one. He will still speak comfortable words to
his people when they are alone. One by one will he reveal himself
to them. He did speak graciously to two. Where Christians
converse on holy things, they may still expect that Jesus will him-
self draw near. But more frequently he lingered longest and
revealed himself most in the assembly of his people. Where the
eleven were met, where many were gathered together, there the
Saviour came not once, but twice and often. Learn, then, that
we may expect him here to-night. Peter, and James, and John
are representatively here. Here, too, we have some of the goodly
women—the Marys and Marthas are here; they are waiting for
him; their hearts are longing for him. He is the same now as
ever. Brethren, we may expect him. He will come to his old
haunts. He will come and deal with his people as he aid afore-
time. Twice, at least, we have it on record that our Saviour came
to his disciples when they were met on the first day of the week:
from which I gather another comfortable thought, that as this
is the first day of the week, we may for another reason expect him
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to be here, to put honour on what now is the Lord’s Day. He,
at least twice, for so it 1s on record, came to his disciples, and,
standing in their midst, said, “ Peace be unto you.” On this first
day of the week, this Lord's Day, at eventide I trust—I hope,
nay, I expect, that you will feel him here, and I pray that to
each one of his people that soft word may come with power divine,
“Peace be unto you.”

Without preface further than these words, let us draw your
attention first, towhat he said; secondly, when he appeared to say
i¢; and thirdly, of what came of his appearance at the saying of it.

I. Our LoRD’S8 GRACIOUS SPEECH.

What did he say? He said, “Peace be unto you "—four words,
each full of meaning. May I not view those words in four lights?
Was it not first a saluation, a salutation and benedictton 2 Thus
he introduced himself, “ Peace be unto you.” It was his good wish ;
more, it was his fervent prayer. He breathed peace upon them
expressive of his goodwill, his love, his intense desire for their
highest good. Peace is the highest gift he can impart. Saith the
apostle, “ Grace, mercy, and peace be with all them that love the
Lord Jesus Christ.” He had given them grace and mercy; he now
gives them the highest benediction, peace. Did he not mean more
than that? In a second light it was a benediction. “Peace be
unto you.” Ile had been into the invisible world, and he had
returned from it, and he tells them that there was peace reserved
for them. He had passed the veil with his own blood; he had
offered up his sacrifice; he had said, “It is finished.” He had
received the token that it was finished by his being raised from
the dead. And now he comes to them with the marks of his
crucifixion still upon him, and he tells them there is peace—it is
done—“The war is over, the conflict is concluded ; my bloody
sacrifice and glorious resurrection have made peace between you
and God.” “Peace be unto you.” It is the declaration of what
he had seen and heard of the Father as the result of his death. A
benediction and a declaration.

Was it not also a fiat? By a fiat I mean that kind
of word which God spoke to the darkness when he said,
“Light be,” and light was. Here they were in trouble,
and Jesus said, “ Peace be,” and ere long peace was. It is always
with Jesus to speak the word of power, for he is himself the Word
of power. He is God’'s Word—the word that built the heavens,
the word that establishes the pillars of the universe, and when
he speaketh thus, it is not a mere wish, it is not a mere prayer,
it 13 not a mere declaration, even, of a fact. It is the fulfilment
of wish and prayer, and the application of the fact. “Peace be to
you.” Ere long they did rece.ve the peace which he thus authori-
tatively gave them, _

But may I not view it in another light, namely, as an absolution?
Think a minute, and you will see it is so. These were they who
had forsaken him; there was one who had denied him. Out of






