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“And cvery firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if
thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck.”—Exodus xiii. 1.

WE read to you in the former part of the service the origination
of the law by which the first-born, both of man and beast, belonged
to the Most High. That law seemed to be a very admirable
memorial of what the Lord did, and also a very just requirement
on the part of God, that the first-born, whom he had so miraculously
delivered, should be his through all time.

But the difficulty arose as to how some beasts, which were counted
unclean by the law, could be offered to God at all. There were
many animals necessary to man, useful for draught, and so forth,
but not coming under the list of clean animals, such as divided
the hoof and chewed the cud. Amongst the rest, the ass, useful
everywhere, but most of all in Oriental countries, was counted
unclean. How, then, could it be dedicated to God? How could
the first-born of the ass be given to him? Our text solves the dif-
ficulty. An exchange was made. A lamb was offered instead, and
then the ass, of course, was redeemed; or, if the owner did not
sufficiently value him to give a lamb instead, then the neck was
broken and the animal destroyed.

The teaching of the text is just as follows. It is four-fold, and
I think we shal]l have to bring out each fold. Of course, it is typical
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of something to do with ourselves and Christ, and our standing
before God ; and the first observation is this, that:—

1. As THE Ass, BEING UNCLEAN, WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE To Gob,
EVEN SO UNRENEWED MAN, BEING UNCLEAN, I8 ALSO UNACCEPTABLE
BEFORE THE MosTt HiGH.

Did it ever strike you that man, according to the Jewish cere-
monial law, is an unclean creature? Nothing was clean, according
to the law of Moses, but that which divided the hoof and chewed
the cud. Now man fails in one of these, and by the law he is pub
down as a sinner, as being on a level with the unclean beasts. What
a wonder the gospel does for us when, being redeemed with a
price, we are said to be the sheep of God, the lambs of Christ’s
flock, so that therein we bear the same name as the Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and we are raised from the condition of the brute, into
which sin brought us, and are made to sit far above principalities
and powers, in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus! Lost by sin,
through the law, and placed in the very depths, man, by grace
through Jesus Christ, is lifted up to the very heights.

But we return to what we started with, namely, that man has
become, through sin, like the ass, a creature incapable of rendering
acceptable service to God. For, in the first place, every man has
#lready broken the law of God, and as Ged accepts no service but
hat which is, like himself, perfect, no unrenewed man is capable
f rendering perfect legal obedience such as God can accept. Iis
law is like a superb crystal vase. If it is whole, it is whole; but
if it be chipped or cracked in the smallest degree, the law 1s
broken. It is like a great golden chain, which is precious and
useful while whole, but the snapping of one link breaks the chain.
So, unless a man could keep God’s law without any defect or trans-
gression, it would not be possible that he could be accepted of the
Most High. Now there is not one of us but has certainly broken
some command. I fear we have all of us broken all the commands.
if not in act, yet in word or in thought, so that before God’s bar
we ought to plead guilty to every count in the indictment, and
should not hope to be accepted by our works. What a condemning
text is that in Isaiah: “We are altogether as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” ! Ile does not say that
all our wickednesses are so—no, those are worse and baser still—
but all our righteousnesses are; that is, the best thing which
unrenewed nature can possibly produce is nothing better than tho
rag which is too filthy to be seen, but must be cast away and burned
in the fire. Yes, you that seek to be justified by your good works,
you may pant, and strive, and wear out your lives in energetic
failures, but success is entirely impossible. You cannot thus, while
you are what you are, produce a righteousness that God can accept,
seeing that you have sinned already.

In addition to this, man's heart is alienated. We should not
ourselves accept a service done us by an enemy, or that is done
without any motive of repentance. Nay, since the very essence of






