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“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the
ninth hour.”—Matthew xxvii. 45.

THis darkness was not occasioned by any of the natural causes which
generally produce darkness. It was in the middle of the day,
precisely at noon, that the darkness came. It could not have been
caused by an eclipse, for, it being the time of the Passover, we
know that the moon was just then at its full, at which period no
such thing as an eclipse of the sun could possibly occur. It could
not, then, have been produced from that cause; and from the way
in which Luke describes it, it does not seem to have been occasioned
by the sun being eclipsed by any other body, for if you look to lis
narrative you will find he seems to say that the darkness came first,
and that afterwards the sun became dark.  Whether this was
through some dense vapour coming over the face of the earth, an
intensification of some of these fogs to which we are so acoustomed,
or whether it was through a miraculous action upon the atmosphere,
so that while the sun shone its light was no longer able to reach the
eye, we cannot tell; but in some way or other darkness prevailed
over all the land from twelve o'clock till three in the afternoon.
We suppose that this darkness came on suddenly, and, if so, it
must have been most striking. Just in the midst of their ribald
mirth, while they were staring at the naked body of their victim,
and insulting him with their jests and jeers, wagging their heads,
and thrusting out their tongues—just at that very moment total
darkness came on. We suppose it to have been total, or, at any
rate, such a gloom as to be a “darkness” which “was over all the
land.” We suppose, too, that just as suddenly this darkness was
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withdrawn, As soon as the Saviour expired, just at the moment
when he gave his last triumphant shout, “It is finished,” the sun
gleamed forth again, and the earth laughed once more in the sun-
light, for the great trial of Christ, the great struggle for man’s
salvation, was then all over. Such a phenomenon must have been
most striking. The sudden darkening and the sudden lighting up
of the world must have been a thing to be remembered and to be
talked of by all who saw it.

As for ourselves at this time, we have not so much to do with
the physical causes or with the appearance itself, as with the
spiritual meaning of this darkness. There is light in this darkness,
if not ta the natural, yet to the spiritual eye, if we have grace to
discern it.

There is something to be learned, even from the darkness; some-
thing to be learned from the light, and something to be learned
from both the darkness and the light together. In the first place,
there is, we believe :—

I. SOMETHING TO BE LEARNED IN THIS REMARKABLE DARKNESS,
which covered all the land during the sharpest and severest part of
our Saviour’s agony.

We learn, first, the sympathy of creation with her Lord. There is
a singular sympathy in creation between God’s vicegerent on earth,
namely, man, and the world. When man was in his integnty,
then the earth was fruitful, and when man fell, the curse fell upon
the ground as well as upon man. “Cursed be the ground for thy
sake.” Then the thorn and the thistle sprang up, being sent by
God as a token of his displeasure with man. We believ2, bretaren,
that “the creature was made subject to vanity not willingly,” and
that in due time, when sin has been cleansed away this earth of
ours will be redeemed from the curse. We are looking for the happy
and halcyontime when the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the trump of the archangel and the voice of
God, and then this poor darkened planet shall be unswathed from
her night-garments of mist, and shall shine out like her sister-stars,
the unfallen worlds, praising and magnifying the God who created
her. Now if there be this sympathy, as we are sure there is, between
the earth and man, much more is there a sympathy between the
earth and God, and more still between the earth and that Man
who was God as well as man. Observe that when he was born
mid-night turned to mid-day, and when he died mid-day turned
to mid-night. When he was born heaven was 1it up with splendour.
and from angelic choirs the Bethlehem-song was heard, while men
also rejoiced, because unto them a child was born, unto them a Son
was given. But when he died heaven put out her brightest light.

“Thou sun, of this great world, both eye and soul,” thou didst:—

“Acknowledge him thy greater,”

and, perceiving it in mid-day—mid-night, with thy face all wrapped
as in a mantle for very shame, thou didst lament him whom men






