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‘“ But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”’—John xiv. 26.

TrE Saviour, when he departed from this world, provided for all
the wants of his people, not so much by giving them divers benefits,
as by promising them the presence of a gracious Person who should
supply to them all that their spiritual needs might demand. I
trust there are many of us who know in some degree the value of
the promise, “I will send the Comforter unto you”; and that we
know that when that Comforter comes, he brings us all good things.
We have not to look in one place for quickening, and in another
place for comfort, in another for instruction, and in a fourth for
illumination ; but when we receive the Spirit, we have all things
in one. I may say of him, as of Jesus Christ, “In him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” In Jesus it dwelt in a real
human nature, physical as well as spiritual, but in the Holy Spirit
we have the same fulness of Deity, but he comes in and dwells,
resides in his people.

Our Saviour here directs us to one particular blessing, which the
coming of the Holy Spirit would bring us, namely, that of divine
instruction. In endeavouring to enter in some measure into the
text to-night—too briefly to enter into it fully—we shall, first of
all, remark, that the text suggests to us:—

I. THE VALUE OF ALL THAT JESUS CHRIST HAS SPOKEN,

For he tells us, that the Holy Spirit shall “bring to our remem-
brance all things whatsoever he has said unto us.”

No. 3,353.



218 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT,

When the Saviour was with his disciples, it is very
possible that many of his choice sayings fell to the ground
Jor want of attention on their part. They did not, perhaps, know
that every word of his had a fulness in it, that should have been
treasured up by them as of priceless worth. But now he tells them
that it shall be the Holy Spirit’s office to teach them all such truth,
and to bring all their meanings to their remembrance. Brethren
and sisters, there is a great danger nowadays in not attaching
sufficient importance to the teaching of Scripture. You will some-
times hear persons speak very disparagingly of doctrinal truth, and
others will smile at anything like dispensational truth. Some are
inclined to throw experimental teaching in the background, and
some few speak very sadly about practical truth. But our Lord
here speaks of “all things whatsoever I have said unto you,” and
he also speaks of the Spirit teaching us “all things.” We may,
therefore, believe that every truth that is revealed in Scripture has
its proper place and its importance, and we may gather this from the
fact that Christ has taken the trouble to speak it. We do not
believe that he has uttered one foolish word, nay more, not one
useless word, for in the whole compass of his teaching there is not
to be found a single passage which should have been left unsaid.
There may be repetitions, but there are no redundancies. He may
have taught the same truth inseveral shapes, but he has never
taught it once too often. He has never revealed a truth which it
were better to conceal, just as he has never concealed a truth which
it would have been better to reveal. If my Lord has taught any-
thing, it must be worth my while to learn it. If Christ lifts the
veil, it is my privilege to look, and what he manifests to me I ought
not to be slow to gaze upon.

Moreover, brethren, in addition to the importance which must
attach to these things, because Christ has spoken them, there is
this, that he now sends the Holy Spirit to teach them to us. If
you say that any one part of the truth is unimportant, you do as
good as say that to that extent the Holy Spirit has come upon an
unimportant or valueless mission. You perceive it is declared that
he is to teach us “all things”; but if some of these “all things”
are really of such minor importance and so quite non-essential, then
surely it is not worth while disturbing our minds with them. And
so to that degree, at any rate, we accuse the Holy Spirit of having
come to do what is not necessary to be done; and I trust that our
minds recoil with holy repulsion from such a half-blasphemy as
that. Brethren and sisters beloved, he teaches us “all things,”
because it is needful for us to learn all things, and so he comes to
«bring to our remembrance not part, but, in turn, the whole of our
Lord’s wondrous teaching. That teaching is essential to our know-
ledge of divine things, to our comfort and progress in spiritual
things: that remembrance is part of our soul’s discipline and
advance.

I wish that some of my friends would get this very simple and
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very trite truth into the depths of their minds and hearts; for
then they would surely study a great many things that they overlook
now, and I think they would not be so apt to excuse their own want
of diligence in the school of Christ, by saying, “Well, there are
some all-important doctrines; we have studied them, and that is
enough.” Brethren, when a boy goes to school, he may say, “If I
learn arithmetic, I shall be able to be a tradesman, and that is
what I shall be; I do not want to read that dry Latin book; I do
not care to read that book of poetry; it does not matter about my
writing such a very elegant round hand.” But the schoolmaster
says, “ My boy, you are put under my teaching to learn all things,
and it is not for you to pick and choose what class you will attend.”
Now, we are scholars under the tuition of the blessed Spirit, and
it is not for us to say, “I will learn the doctrine of justification by
faith, and when I know that, I shall not trouble my mind about
election, I shall not raise any question about final perseverance, I
shall not enquire into the ordinances, whether believer’s baptism or
infant baptism is right; I take no interest in these things; I have
learned the essential matter, and I will neglect the rest.” Thou
will not say this if thou art an obedient disciple, for dost thou not
know that the ministers of Christ have received a commission to
teach all things that Christ has taught them, and dost thou think
that our commission is frivolous and vexatious? Dost thou think
that Christ would bid us teach thee what it is no need of thee to
learn, or, especially, that the Holy Ghost would himself come to
dwell in the midst of his church and to teach them all things, when
out of those “all things” there are, according to thy vain supposi-
tion, some things that were quite as well, if not better, left alone?
Brethren, whatever the Lord has spoken as a master, concerns his
servants: whatsoever he has delivered as a prophet, concerns his
disciples: whatsoever he has spoken as a friend, concerns us, his
friends, and whatsoever he has taught us as Lord, concerns everyone
of us as members of his body, of his flesh and his bones.

I must again reiterate this truth. I do not think I can leave it
without trying still further to impress it upon your minds. There
1s a tendency, among us all, I suppose, to choose some part of the
truth, and attach undue importance to that, to the neglect of other
truths.

It is a grave question if this is not the origin of various divisions
which are to be found in the Church of Christ—not so much heresy,
as the attaching of disproportionate importance to some truth, to
the disparaging or neglecting of others equally necessary. Some
brother speaking to me the other day, declared of a certain truth,
“You cannot have too much of a good thing.”  Whereupon I
remarked, that a nose was a good thing, but 1t might be possible
so to exaggerate it that you would spoil the beauty of the face;
a mouth is a good thing, and yet it may be very possible to have
such a mouth that there would be no particular beauty about the
visage, for the beauty of the man consists in proportion, and the
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beauty of divine truth consists in the proportion in which every
part of it is brought into view. Now, there be some who exaggerate
one feature, and some another. There are some brethren who are
fond of what is called “the high side” of doctrine. I am fond of
it, too, very fond of it, but there is a temptation to bring that out,
and to neglect, perhaps, the practical part of the gospel, and to
cast into the background, possibly, the invitations of the gospel,
and those truths which concern our usefulness in the world. Then,
on the other hand, there are some who ars so enamoured of experi-
ence that nothing but experimental truth will suit them ; they must
be always harping upon that one string, and they look down with
contempt upon those who hold fast doctrinal truth, which is very
wrong, and shows that they have not yet been led into all truth.
Alas! how many are so taken up with practical teaching that they
grow legal for want of having the salt of the doctrines of grace to
keep them right. But oh! if it were possible for our minds to hold
all truth, as far as a finite mind could grasp it! If we could but
cast aside the prejudices of education, and, perhaps, of constitution,
too, and say to the Holy Spirit, “ My Lord, I will bind myself neither
to this party nor to that; I will subscribe neither to this formula
nor to that. I am prepared to receive thy mind into my mind; I
am prepared to give up much that I hold dear, if thou wilt show
me that it is not according to thy will, and I am prepared to receive
the gospel from thee, as thou shalt be pleased to show it to me!”
It is all truth, and not some truth, that the Holy Spirit comes to
teach. To teach his children truth in all its harmony, truth in
all its parts, truth indeed, as a whole.

But it may be said, “ Thero must be some truths which are not so
essential as others!” That is granted. There are some truths
that are so vital to salvation and peace with God, and there are
some others that do not vitally concern the regeneration and conver-
sion of the soul, and upcn these men may be in error, and yet not
risk their souls for all eternity. But still, even these truths are
part of the whole body of truth, and the body cannot do without
its head, its heart, though it might lose a limb. Yet is that a
reason why I should chop off a limb, or consent to have it maimed,
because I could still exist without it?

I could exist without an eye; shall I not, therefore, mind being
blinded? There may be a bone in my body, possibly there are
several, the use of which even the anatomist does not know. There
are some nerves, especially nerves in connection with the organs of
secretion, the use of which are not, known to the best physiologists,
but nobody, I suppose, would like to dispense with them ; because
each man who thinks must feel that that God who made the man
knew best how to make him perfect, and how to adapt him to the
position in which he would be placed.  There may be bones or
nerves in the human system which will never be used, but once in
our lives; and yet if they were not there we might not be able to
get through that particular juncture. So is it with the truths of
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Scripture. There may be a truth which I shall never want to use,
and which may never have a practical turn to serve in my life, but
once, and then if I do not happen to know that truth just at that
time, I may entail on myself a host of sorrows through my own
ignorance, but which I ought to have prevented.

The Holy Spirit comes to teach all truth, and I beg yet again
for the fourth time to reiterate that all truth must be necessary for
you and for me, or else the Spirit of God would not have come to
teach it to us, and that while we may give more prominent import-
ance to the greater and more vital truths, yet there is not one truth
in Scripture to which we are allowed to say, “ Be still ; be quiet; we
do not want you.” Brethren, how many of you might be happy if
you did but study doctrinal truth! You go lean and starved
through the world, because your minister does not preach the doc-
trines of grace, does not give you the full weight of the truths of
the sovereign grace of God.

Still, if you but studied them for yourselves, you might yet have
a bright eye, and an elastic, bounding footstep, and rejoice in the
everlasting love of God, which never leaves his people, but preserves
and glorifies them in the end.

And some, too, are always groaning from a sense of inward cor-
ruption, and very properly studying their own hearts, but they
might live gladsome, triumphant lives if they did but learn a little
more of the liberty wherewith Christ makes his people free, and
seek to drink in the precious truths of our standing in Christ, and
our perfection in him. It is the wilful neglect or refusal to believe
some majestic truth, that is the cause of nearly all our doubts and
fears, and a great many other pieces of mischief that keep us from
serving and honouring our Lord as he deserves to be served and
honoured by those who are not their own, but are bought with a

rice.
P This first point we may now leave, if the Holy Spirit will but
bring it home with power to our souls, for this truth, among others,
must be taught us by him. We now come to a second point, which
ig clearly in the text, namely, not only the value of all truth that
our Lord Jesus Christ has spoken, but:—

II. Tae NEED oF THE HoOLY SPIRIT TO TEACH U8 ALL THE TRUTH.

But cannot an honest and a willing mind learn all the truth that
is in Scripture, without the teaching of the Holy Spirit? I infer
that it cannot, from the fact that the Holy Spirit is provided. There
is nothing that is unnecessary in the covenant of grace, and the
divine power is never unnecessarily exerted. It is constantly
remarked of the miracles that there 1s not one of them that can be
dispensed with, and God never interferes to do out of the course of
nature what might be done according to the ordinary laws of nature.
If the Christian were fully equipped to know and understand the
divine mind without the teaching of the Holy Spirit, then the Holy
Spirit would not have been given. We should not find the Holy



222 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT,

Spirit here unless it were necessary that he should be here. Even
with Christ for a teacher, mark—so that there was no fault in the
teacher—with Christ for a teacher, the disciples did not learn these
truths without the teaching of the Holy Spirit. I infer, therefore,
that much more is that teaching now necessary, and that the Spirit
of God should abide with us, to teach us truth, and to bring the
things which we have learned to our remembrance. And why? Is
it not because there 1s a radical defect in us as disciples 2 Are
we not frequently inattentive?! Do we not sometimes feel a want
of interest in the truths which we receive from the Word, which
I may now call the lips of Christ? A child may be very plainly
taught, but if you cannot get its attention, if you cannot catch its
will, and interest it, it will not learn much, but that which you
teach it will glide like oil over a slab of marble; it does not pene-
trate and permeate, and consequently is not properly and thoroughly
learned. And often on the Lord’s Day you will hear most delightful
truth, but if you are not interested in it, it does not catch your
mind.

And in reading Scripture, how seldom do we show as much
interest as we do in reading a letter from a friend? With what
glistening eyes will some persons read the will of their relatives,
and they never forget what they read there, because mind and
heart are deeply interested.

But, alas! how often do we turn from these sacred pages without
enough interest to learn what is in them!

We are not so roused as eagerly to drink in their spirit. We
do not bring our souls up to the truth, and it is not any wonder,
therefore, if we do not learn those truths which are so spiritual,
that they cannot only be grasped by a soul in active, alert exercise.

Besides this, we do mnot learn, because of owr ready
prejudice against the special iruth we ought fo learn. A great
part of God’s truth is very unpalatable to human nature: to learn
it is something like taking bitter medicine: people do not choose it
with enthusiasm.

There are some truths which would always be unpalatable, even
to Christians, Christians as they are, if it were not for the sugar
which sometimes goes with the truth, and but for this it would be
very nauseous to them. There are some minds which seem more
than others to kick against certain points of divine truth, either
from their prejudices, their education, or the nature and force of
their constitution ; and it is only the Spirit of God who can come
and irresistibly convince the understanding. Ah! friends, when
the scholar does not want to know, it needs a God to teach him;
and sometimes our minds do not wish to know the truth. I should
not like to say a hard thing of God’s people, but I believe there are
many of them who do not want to know too much. I have thought
often that it has been the case with myself, and I believe it is the
case with others.  There is an awkward truth which, if it were
learned, would throw us out of our present comfortable position,






